
Friends of the 
Estherville 

Public Library 
Quarterly Newsletter 

www.esthervillepubliclibrary.com 
 

Federal Tax ID #20-1832759 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 2010ð- 
Vol. 22ðNo. 3 

 

The Estherville Public Library recently launched into a new automation system 

ñApolloò.  This change is a result of an outdated system that was first installed in 

the mid 80ôs.  After much research of automation systems, we selected Apollo  

because we want to provide the best quality service to the community.  The Apollo 

company is based in Texas known as Biblionix with the trademark of fostering 

community.  The servers are all hosted off site, thus we will avoid the downtime of 

a hard drive going down in our own network.  The only time this system would be 

off line would be in case of a local power outage.  Then we would need to revert to 

the standard method of checkout for which we have made those provisions. 

Beginning on January 19, all library users are issued new numbers.  If they have 

had a membership with the library in the past we update their records; thus it is a 

simple process.  If there are fines or overdue items on the memberôs old number, 

these must be cleared before they will be issued a new number.   

Your library card is your key to the free resources the library has to offer.  It is 

like a credit card and is assigned to members to ensure protection.  The library 

will not allow access to your library account without your library card.  This is to 

protect you from unauthorized use of your library card and/or access to personal 

information on file in the library automation records. 

The number you are issued will allow you to access information on line from your 

home, office, or wherever you might have access to Internet.  To do this you will 

need to log in to the library home page at www.esthervillepubliclibrary.com and 

scroll down the menu bar on the right hand side to the on line catalog.  When you 

click on this link you may search the library catalog, reserve and renew books on 

line.  If you wish to use the WILBOR link, you will need your library member 

number to access this service. 

This system was purchased by the Friends of the Library with a gift from our 

library benefactor.  Without this support it would be impossible for the             

Estherville Public Library to be at the level of technology we presently provide.  

In addition to this purchase the library computer system now has all stand alone 

stations of which there are sixteen for public use and three on-line catalogs in the 

main level.  In the childrenôs department there are six for public use and two     

on-line catalogs.  In addition to this each of the six staff have a station and one 

additional station in the staff work room.  This station is used for on-line class-

room sessions.  This adds up to a total of 34 computers all purchased by the 

Friends of the library from our benefactorôs contribution.  We are thankful for 

this great support. 
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Remember that April 11th -17th is National Library Week.  There will be 

many new books on display and for check out.  Make sure you stop by 

and see us! 

 

 

 

 

 

The staff  has started planning for this years summer reading program.  

This years theme is MAKE A SPLASH  and CATCH THE WAVES. 

We are looking for items you may have around your house.  If so and 

you would like to get rid of them or would like to start saving them for 

us, we would really appreciate it.  Here are some of  the items we are 

looking for:  old CDôs, toilet paper rolls, paper towel and sea shells.  

These items will be used for our craft plans.  If you could bring them to 

the childrenôs department by May 24th , we really appreciate any  help 

that  you can give. 
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   We hope you like the new look of the newsletter.  If you prefer           

    to go GREEN send your email  information to  

   director@esthervillepubliclibrary.com or contact Margaret at      

   712-362-7731.  Large print copies available upon request.   

 

ANNUAL FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP  

Fill in and return with your contribution to: 
Friends of the Estherville Public Library, 613 Central Avenue,          

Estherville, IA 51334 
 

NAME:  _______________________ PHONE:_________________  
ADDRESS:  ______________________E-mail_________________ 
CITY:  _______________________STATE:___ZIP______________  
Check one:  
Æ  Student or Senior Citizen $2.50   Æ  Business/ Organization $25.00                      

Æ  Individuals $5.00                          Æ  Newsletter Sponsor  $50.00 

Æ  Family $7.50                                ÆChildrenôs SRP Sponsor $25.00  

 
We wish to thank 

Anonymouse 
for sponsoring this  

Newsletter 
 
 
 

 

Future newsletter :  

  

Kevin Gardner,  

Rod & Joyce Brink,  

Edwin & Rosalie    

Demoney,  

John & Sue Nelson  

 

 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to 

the new City Administrator, Penny Clayton.  

Penny is a longtime resident of the Estherville 

area and brings a fresh new perspective.  She 

would like to continue to provide excellent city 

services and improve the use of technology, 

such as being able to pay utilities online.  She 

want to actively pursue economic develop  

prospects, revitalize existing housing stock and 

add new stock, enhance recreation opportunities 

such as the development of Lincoln Park, trails, 

and skate park. 

 



 

 

 

Paula, Margaret & Beth  have been  offering computer classes 

held every Thursday  from 1-3 p.m. .  We started this program 

February 4th.  We have had a wonderful response.  Some of the 

classes are: Introduction to the computer, Internet, e-mail, and 

the Libraryôs website. We will be offering help with basic    

computer programs.  We had a fun day with coffee, tea, and Wii.  

Digital scrapbooking will be another fun class.  The class will 

conclude with a Resume lab on May 20th.  If anyone is inter-

ested in joining us just give us a call at 362-7731, space is     

limited unless you have your own laptop.  Watch for more 

courses this fall. 

 

 

 

The Estherville Public Library has improved the online card catalog 
adding all titles available from Wilbor Audio books.  This is beneficial 
by allowing the public to search the physical collection along with 
what is available through Wilbor at the same time.  This addition in-
cluded over 2,500 titles added to the library card catalog.  The Wil-
bor Audio books are listed as electronic resources and are not avail-
able to be reserved.  When a Wilbor Audio book is selected, a link is 
provided to directly download the book or check its availability from 
the Wilbor website.  Another feature includes being able to listen to 
an excerpt of the audio book if included.  On average 60 new titles 
are added a month to this collection.  If you would like to learn more 
about how to navigate the library card catalog or Wilbor audio books 
we are scheduled to offer two classes in the Childrenôs Department.  
On March 18

th
 at 1 -3pm we will have an Introduction to the Esther-

ville Public Library website and catalog.  This class will give a tour of 
the libraryôs new Apollo card catalog.  We will demonstrate how to 
find the library materials you need, reserve, and renew library mate-
rials online.   On April 29

th
 at 1-3pm we will offer a Wilbor class 

about free audio books available for download 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.  We will be showing how to install the free over-
drive software, transfer to a portable device, or burn to a CD.  If you 
need more information please call us at 362-7731.       

 

 

 

The Estherville Public Library  

has created a profile on 

Facebook to keep patrons and 

fans updated on current events 

about the library.  The site      

currently hosts fifteen fans with 

library staff acting as administra-

tors.  We include story time 

hours, new arrivals, book club 

information, library programs, 

library closings, and other up to 

date information about the library.  

Facebook is described as an 

online social network that helps 

connect and share with the people 

in your life.  The latest posts can 

also be viewed on the Estherville 

Public Library website if you do 

not have a Facebook account. 
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Donôt forget to set your clocks ahead and SPRING       

forward on Sunday March 14 at 2:00 a.m. 
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Just a reminder, all donations to the Friends of 
the Estherville Public Library are tax deductible. 

Your membership, sponsorships (newsletter, 
summer reading program, etc.) and memorial 

donations.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

     The Friends of the Estherville Public Library invite you to become a 

 member.  Please join in our enjoyment of the library and our worked to  

provide the extras that make our library great. 

     During March, the Friends conduct their annual membership drive but do 

not send out reminders.  The monies generated by the membership drive help 

fund our projects year round. 

     We are now having quarterly meetings the first Thursday of that month at 

7:00 p.m., starting with February in the Community Room of the library.  We 

discuss special needs of the library that are beyond the library budget. 

     One of the fundraisers we have is our annual Flag Project that is displayed 

in July. 

The Friends recently purchased a Wii for the Childrenôs Department and help 

with the costs incurred for the summer reading program. 

     The Friends is a great organization to remember when you want to honor 

someone for a special tribute.  Memorial gifts are a most respectful way to 

remember our loved ones. 

     The Friends began this newsletter to help spread the word about our library 

and all its opportunities.  Please join us!  If you know someone who might be 

interested in the Friends group, please let us know.  We would be glad to send 

them a copy of this newsletter. 
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Thank you to the following for 

their  memorial contributions:  
 

In the name of Kay Roberts 

Marilyn Hanson 

Mike & Jill Kaufman 

Neal & Barb Kaufman 

Dennis & Sharmon Kaufman 

Stan Fagre 

Shirley Schacherer 

Dennis & Belva Henrickson 

Evalena Garrison 

Randy & Norma Beaver 

Kathrine Rockne-Truxall 

Susan & Curtis Dare 

Carolyn & John Walz 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

In the name of Amy Jensen 

Carla Ridout  

 

 

In the name of Myles Stokes 

Anonymous 

 

 

We have been busy reading and adding our own interpretations of the books read.  

Just a reminder we meet on the first Tuesday of every month.   We have a brown 

bag book discussion from 12-1 pm where members are invited to bring their lunch, 

and again at 5-6 pm.   The initial three books were selected by library staff and then 

our reading groups decided what to read the remainder of the books.  There is no 

cost to be in the group, though members are asked to be responsible with returning 

the books.  We have had a lot fun doing the book club.  If interested in participating 

give us a call at 362-7731.  Here is a list of the books we have read and will be 

reading. 

October- The Dive from Clausenôs Pier by Ann Packer 

November-Little Heathens by Mildred Kalish 

December- The Memory Keeperôs Daughter by Kim Edwards 

January- My Sisterôs Keeper by Jody Picoult 

February-Waiting for White Horses by Nathan Jorgenson 

March- The Unit by Ninni Holmqvist 

April -The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

May -The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls 

    The Estherville Public Library will be closed on the following dates: 
Friday May 29th and Monday May 31st 

Saturday June 6th for Relay for LifeðLibrary Square 

Monday July 5th for the Fourth of July weekend 

Saturday August 1st for the annual Sweet Corn Days 

September 5-7 for Labor Day weekend 

The Friends meetings are held quarterly on the following  

Thursdays at 7:00 pm. in the Community Room at the library.  

We will be meeting  on the following dates: 

April 8, 2010 

July 8, 2010 

October 7, 2010 



 


