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Library services in Iowa have recently been reorganized to merge what had been   

6 library service area offices with the State Library of Iowa.  This new organization 

is now known as Iowa Library Services with locations at the Ola Babcock Miller 

and Capitol buildings in Des Moines and 6 district offices located throughout the 

state.  Iowa Library Services consists of two divisions.  Specialized Library       

Services provides library services to Iowans and the legislators and includes the 

Law Library located in the Capitol building.  The Library Services Network exists 

to support libraries and librarians with offices in Des Moines, Sioux City, Algona, 

Waterloo, Coralville, Ankeny and Council Bluffs.  The district offices each have 

two employees a consultant and a resource tech that provide day to day support 

and consulting.  Staff at the district offices works closely with the Des Moines staff 

to provide additional support and consulting along with training and other services.   

 

The North Central District office staff includes Trisha Hicks, Library Resource 

Technician and Jet Kofoot, Library Consultant.  The office is located in the south 

end of the Algona Public Library which once housed the administrative offices for 

the public school district.  Jet and Trisha are always happy to speak with and assist 

librarians and library trustees.   

 

In regard to the recent reorganization, Carolyn Walz, Director of Library Services 

stated that in her 50 years of employment she has seen the State Library system go 

almost full circle.  When she began all libraries were under the State of Iowa      

Library.  A few years into her employment libraries were divided into districts and 

at that time the Estherville Public Library was placed in the North Central District 

located in Mason City.  Eventually the libraries formed Co-ops which moved     

Estherville to the Sheldon office.  The Co-ops expanded into Regional Library  

Services, later changed to Library Service Areas which was located in the Sioux 

City Public Library.  Now the library has been phased back to the North Central 

District. One always hopes that change is good but only the future will unveil the 

results of the reorganization. 

 

Library staff chose to attend the annual Lakeside Learning and Town Meeting in 

the Northwest Iowa Library Service Area District to finish the year with those   

colleagues. 
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Just a reminder, all donations to the Friends of 
the Estherville Public Library are tax deductible. 

Your membership, sponsorships (newsletter, 
summer reading program, etc.) and memorial 

donations.  

 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Renee Stowell as the    

new Executive Director of the Estherville Area Chamber of Commerce. 

Renee began her duties on July 1, 2011. She had to jump in feet first   

as the 4th of July flight breakfast and Sweet Corn Days were fast      

approaching.  Her husband, Eric works at Iowa Lakes Electric          

Cooperative.  Please give them a warn welcome to town. 

 

   In memory of Joyce Moklestad 
 

Joyce Moklestad was a member of the Estherville Public Library 

board from 1983 until her death in May.  She was very active in 

advocating for the library and the Friends of the Library organiza-

tion.  She knew the impact the library had on the community.   

 

Joyce was consistent in telling the library story and played a major 

role in the planning of the present facility.  She served on the build-

ing committee when the renovation project took place beginning 

with the preliminary study of need, promoting the bond referen-

dum that was approved by 81% in 1992, and served on an           

additional committee for the Capital Campaign in 1993.   

 

She was one of hundreds of proud citizens the week-end of the 

grand opening in November of 1995.  Joyce used the library       

frequently because she always believed that the library added  

quality to her life.  

 

Linda Wiegman has been appointed by Mayor Lyle Hevern to fill 

the vacancy of Joyce. 

Book Notes from  

Estherville Public Library Book Club  
We have added several new members to the book club over the summer; 

we are always looking to add more.  The majority of the group continues 

to meet at noon on the first Thursday of each month.  This fall and winter, 

the club will be reading and discussing the following titles: 

 

October 6, 2011 The Things They Carried by Tim OôBrien 

November 3, 2011 Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson 

December 1, 2011 Weight of Silence by Heather Gudenkauf 

January 5, 2012 Water for Elephants by Sarah Gruen 

February 3, 2012 Dance Hall of the Dead by Tony Hillerman  

We wish to thank 
 

George & Judy Shadle  
from Estherville, IA  

 

and  

 

Julie Johnson  

from Lincoln, NE  

 

for sponsoring this  
Newsletter 

 
Future newsletters: 

 
Steve & Linda  

Woodley,  

John & Sue Nelson 

Edwin & Rosalie        

Demoney,  

Rod & Joyce Brink,  

Anonymous,  

John & Sue Nelson  

 

 

Author with Roots 

 
Judy Heusman will be doing a book signing on the main floor of    

the Estherville library on Oct., 21st from 2-3p.m.  Watch the         

local news media for further details. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Estherville Public Library would like to  

thank the  Wa-Tan-Ye club for their donation of $100.00       

to the Childrenôs Summer Reading Program as one of their             

Community Service Projects.  Wa-Tan-Ye frequently contributes    

to the library to fulfill their mission of service to the community or 

for staff educational purposes.  The board, staff and Friends of the     

Library would like to thank you again for your support.   
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Promoting Fatherhood 
 

The Estherville Public Library has received an extensive collection of 

books from Upper Des Moines Opportunities.  Upper Des Moines is a 

nonprofit organization that has eighteen agencies that service the lower 

income in the state of Iowa.  All the books donated are about fatherhood 

and the important role fathers play in todayôs family structure.   
The donated books were part of the Upper Des Moines Lifetime Dadsô   

Program.  The purpose of the program was to educate and provide      

support for fathers to help them be lifetime dads. The 24/7 Dads program 

was a twelve week program that empowered males to become more    

involved, responsible, and committed to their role as a father-figure.  

Nurturing  Fathers was another program that was offered at the Fort 

Dodge Correctional Center.  Fathers learned skills to improve their role 

as a father while incarcerated.  Welcome to Dadhood-Doing the Dad 
Thing was a prenatal program for expecting fathers.  Lifetime Dads also 

worked with Head Start offering consulting services and educational   

programs for their staff to use. 

Funding for the Upper Des Moines Lifetime Dadsô Program was through 

a grant by the United States Department of Human Services in support  

of the National Fatherhood Initiative. Once the books had served the    

purpose of the Lifetime Dadsô Program Upper Des Moines was            

instructed to distribute all the books to places where they would continue 

being beneficial to fathers and their families. The Estherville Public    

Library is certainly an excellent home where they will continue to      

benefit our local dads.   

 

Kindles  

 Now  

 Welcome!  
You can now check out ebooks 

from the library and read them on 

your Kindle or Kindle mobile app!  Most WILBOR ebooks are now 

compatible with Kindle and the process will seem familiar to WILBOR 

and Kindle users. 

The library has been waiting, since it was first announced this past 

spring, for ebooks that are offered through WILBOR to be available to 

patrons with Kindles and the Kindle app on their mobile devices. The 

library is excited that even more people will be able to make use of the 

free downloadable ebooks. 

You will need an Amazon account to download to a Kindle or Kindle 

app, but you wonôt need a credit cardðjust an e-mail address to create 

an account.  If you already have an Amazon account and have been 

purchasing Kindle books, it will look familiar to you.   Look for 

eBooks that have ñKindle Bookò as an option on the WILBOR website, 

check them out as usual, but instead of ñDownloadò youôll see a ñGet 

for Kindleò button, which will take you to Amazon where you can ñGet 

library bookò and select the Kindle or app device to which you want to 

deliver the book.  If you would like a copy of these instructions with 

pictures, stop by the library as these are available. 

Check out ebooks and audiobooks on the WILBOR website:         

http://wilbor.lib.overdrive.com.  All you need is your library card! 

 

 

Library Friends support libraries in 

many ways; they care enough to give 

their time, and sometimes their 

money, and always their goodwill.  

Friends know the value of a library in 

their community. 

http://wilbor.lib.overdrive.com


 

 

     
  

 

You are Here  

Teen Summer Reading Program  

This yearôs teen summer reading program had seven      

students participate and they pledged to read  56 books.  

Since the kids are so busy during the beginning of summer the program  

ran June 30-Aug 1st. When the kids were asked if they liked the changes, 

they responded ñwe like the later start, but would like to see it extended  

longer and have more craftsò. The participants were invited to attend the 

following programs: Lisa Laird and Pockets Full of Fun, Marta Barnard 

with her African Chant Program, and the Great Plains Zoo from Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota. We learned about Geo caching from Jim Otto and his 

daughter Julie. They gave a slide presentation and we even got a hands    

on experiment. We also learned about what it is to be a foreign exchange    

student host and hostess, Marlene Walthart came and talked about the    

different countries they have hosted students from. She shared the different 

culturesô school year, dress, and traditions. We tried making rugs, bowls, 

and baskets from old t-shirts cut into strips. We tried our  hand in make 

bubble rockets using Efferdent and water in plastic film canisters as the 

power source for our paper rocket. We played a few  games from different 

countries like, Mancala, Quad-Ominos, and Chinese checkers (which origi-

nated in Germany as ñStern-Halmaò). We concluded our program with a 

pizza party at Woodyôs with pizza, games and prizes. 

 

Library News  

 

Carolyn Walz, Director of Library Services gave her resignation      

notice effective January 7, 2012, at the July 5, 2011 library board     

meeting.  Her successor was hired at the October 4, 2011 meeting of 

the board.  Tena Hanson, Director of Milford Memorial Library,    

Milford, Iowa will begin her employment on November 28, 2011.     

The library board also promoted Beth Reineke to the Assistant        

Director position effective October 17, 2011 
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Thank you to the  

following for their   

memorial  

contributions:  
    

 

In Memory of Joyce Moklestad 

  Family & Friends 

Barry & Marcia Huntsinger 

Alice Prentice 

Dennis & Carla Ridout 

Carolyn & John Walz 

Estherville Public Library Board 

 

In Memory of Roger Herum  

Amy Herum  

In Memory of Henry Kroenke 

Jan Greig            

In Memory of Marilyn Shugart 

Alice Prentice 

In Memory of Jerry Sawyer  

Louie and Shirley Schacherer 

In Memory of Joyce Yates  

Shirley & Louie Schacherer 

In Memory of Rebecca Denny  

Bill & Jo Augustine                  

Pat & Warren Evans  

In Memory of Irene Anderson 

Robert Lee & Susan Ashley 

In Memory of Marvel Seylar 

Lan and Miriam Seylar 

In Memory of Evelyn Kirchner  

Family & Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of the Estherville Public Library will be hosting 

the Get Up and Go Show from KUOO of Spirit Lake on Friday 

October 28, 2011 in recognition of Carolyn Walz 50th year of   

employment at the library. 



 

 

5 

 

The next Friendsô meetings will be held  

January 12, 2012 
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Fossil Fun! With Robert 

Wolf  

 

The library recently hosted a program on Sept. 29, 2011 at 6:00 pm in the 

community room featuring author/geologist Robert Wolf from Fort 

Dodge.  Robert shared his extensive rock and fossil collection with 70   

attendants,   answered questions, and gave each attendant their own fossil. 

According to his website biography he was born in Storm Lake, Iowa, and 

spent the first five years of his life on a farm near Pocahontas. He is a   

lifelong Iowan. He is a self-taught geologist specializing in Paleozoic and 

Cretaceous fossils and rocks of the Iowa area. He began writing about his 

hobby and eventually submitted a manuscript to what was then the Iowa 

State University Press. A first reader made several suggestions for        

improvements but concluded the book could never be suitable for a      

university publisher. Robert made the changes and resubmitted the work 

which was accepted and published as Fossils of Iowa, Field Guide to    

Paleozoic Deposits. He tells other aspiring writers to never give up. In his 

travels throughout Iowa he frequently visits state and county parks which 

lead to his second book, Iowaôs State Parks Also Forests, Recreation    

Areas, and Preserves. 

 

Today Robert Wolf is a freelance writer in Fort Dodge, Iowa and works as 

a newspaper correspondent, writes for local publications, and has worked 

on two novels. One, a science fiction novel has been rejected by 75      

publishers. He will not give up.   

    

We hope you like the new look of the newsletter.  If 

you prefer to go GREEN send your email  information 

to  director@esthervillepubliclibrary.com or contact 

Margaret at  712-362-7731.  Large print copies       

available upon request.   

2011 Summer Reading Program  
One World Many Stories  

June 6 -July 14, 2011  
 

This year we had 141 children register for the summer reading program and 

pledged to read 2,787 books.  During the six week program we hosted Lisa Laird 

and Pockets Full of Fun, Marta Barnard with her African Chant Program, Kathy 

Knutson and Kirby Kangaroo from the Citizens Community Credit Union,  and the 

Great Plains Zoo from Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  We provided come-and-go 

crafts on Tuesdays and Thursdays for the children to do, which were related to the 

theme for each particular week.  Some of the crafts were: I Spy Bottles, grain 

millerôs stress dolls, Native American dream catchers, Chinese fans, and leathered 

animals.  During the finale, the children and their parents watched a movie of all 

the events held at the library during the summer reading program, received awards 

for returning their reading logs, and had an opportunity to win tickets and mer-

chandise from local merchants.  This year we had 64 children complete and return 

their reading log, with a total of 1,758 books recorded as being read.  We would 

like to thank the following businesses for giving donations and prizes for the 2011 

Summer Reading Program: 

The movie of the 2011 Summer Reading Program has been added to Youtube.    

To watch us, go to www.youtube.com.  Type óEstherville Public Libraryô in the 

search bar and click on Search.  Next click on, Summer Reading Program-2011, 

and enjoy!   

 

Arnolds Park Amusement Park   Iowa State University 

Blank Park Zoo    Kingôs Pointe Waterpark Resort 

Burger King    Minnesota Twins 

Bridges Bay Resort   Minnesota Vikings 

Caseyôs General Stores, Inc.  Minnesota Zoo 

Friends of the Estherville Public Library Okoboji Summer Theater 

Great Plains Zoo & Delbridge Museum Pizza Hut 

Hardees     Pure Fishing 

Hy-Vee     Scholastic Books 

Iowa Cubs    Science Center of Iowa 

Wal-Mart 

http://www.youtube.com


 

 
Computer Classes  

 
The third session of the computer classes offered at the library is in 

full swing.  We have made accommodations for seven participants 

on public library computers and made room for five laptop partici-

pants in the childrenôs department.  These classes remain in the same 

format as previously held, although the time has been changed to 

Tuesday mornings, 10:30am - 12:00 pm.  Some of the topics include 

Computer Basics, Intro to Internet, Intro to Email, Microsoft Word, 

Powerpoint, Publisher, Facebook, and Digital Scrapbooking. If you 

would be interested in the next session held in Spring 2012 let the 

library know to contact you with more details.   
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Star Wars @ the Library  

 
The Estherville Public Library will present the first  
Star Wars @ the library on Saturday, October 29th;  
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to celebrate the story  
of one of the most popular Sagas of all time. Come  
ñFeel the Forceò with Star Wars fans.  
Activities will run throughout the day and will include  
Star Wars pictures to color, crafts, trivia, games, and  
an ongoing Star Wars movie for all ages to watch on  
the community room drop-down screen. Star Wars  
themed refreshments will be offered by the Friends  
of  the Estherville Public Library. The library will have  
Star Wars related displays with materials available for  
check out. There will be drawings throughout the day 
for prizes.  We invite those in attendance to dress up 
in their favorite Star Wars costume and/or bring an 
item to donate to the Emmet County Food Pantry.  
For more information on this special event contact  
the Childrenôs department. F
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Lakeside Learning 2011 

Lakeside Learning occurs annually in the fall in Storm Lake, IA. It brings together   

librarians in Northwest Iowa for one day to meet new and previous colleagues and to 

discover, learn and explore new ideas to be implemented in libraries. Reprising 13 

ThingséBecause We Can Change the Way We Work, was this yearôs theme and it was 

held on the campus of Buena Vista University campus.  Todayôs communication comes 

in many forms instant messaging (IM), Meebo, Skype, Web Conferencing such as 

Adobe Connect Live Classroom, and Email. Instant messaging can be done through 

Google Talk, Yahoo Messenger, Windows Live Messenger (formerly MSN), AIM 

(from AOL), eBuddy, Meebo and Facebook to name a few. Instant messaging is talking 

in real time through type written messages. It allows the convenience of sending and 

reading messages at ones convenience, to see of the person is available or ñonlineò and 

is faster than traditional email. Skype also allows talking visually face to face in real 

time through a webcam. Adobe Connect Classroom can be used for meetings, confer-

ences, workshop, etc. online. Although the presenter and the participants can be       

anywhere physically, they all come together at one time in one place online. 

Another topic was polls and surveys. At one time or another people have been exposed 

to polls and surveys such as Presidential Elections, service providers, companies, 

planned a get together with friends, family or class reunion, a meeting or conference 

with colleagues. Polling and voting options are available on the web and can be done 

through Micropoll www.micropoll.com, Poll Code www.pollcode.com, Doodle Polls 

www.doodle.com, and Poll Everywhere www.polleverywhere.com. Most web polls and 

surveys have free accounts, pro accounts, tabulated results, and link to your website, 

Facebook, etc. as well as linking to the companyôs site/ server. Surveyôs try to gauge 

level of awareness, level of satisfaction and level of support. Survey options on the web 

include: Poll Daddy www.polldaddy.com, Zoomerang www.zoomerang.com, and Sur-

vey Monkey www.surveymonkey.com.  WOW Factor Websites and More of Our    

Favorite Things was the last topic. To find the correct website for each of the following 

websites simply enter the name into any search engine. A few favorites in the Instruc-

tional/ Explanations category are How Stuff Works, Voki, Webopedia and tech soup. 

Socializing favorites include Stumble Upon, YouTube, Facebook, Tooble, and Twitter. 

Tooble is a website that bookmarks all your YouTube favorites. Stumble Upon is a 

website that bookmarks all your favorite places on the web similar to what del.ic.ious 

was. Programming favorites were awesome stories, Civil War Sesquicentennial, Smart 

Gardner and Zooburst. Zooburst is digital storytelling allowing anyone to create a 3D 

popup book. It has free and pro accounts, allows personal photos to be uploaded or clip 

art from that site. You can create your own text, illustrations, etc. and have the choice to 

have your story public or private or allow others a password to view it online.  No time 

or funds for a real vacation, why not try a virtual vacations. Many places in the United 

States and around the world offer many wonderful pictures, stories and history that it 

feels like you right there in person without leaving the comfort of your home. A few 

favorites are the Library of Congress, National Park Service, the San Diego Zoo, The 

White House and We Choose the Moon, Smithsonian, Iowa Beautiful, Roadside   

America and Stellarium. A few sites for fun include: Pandora Radio, Hulu, JibJab, and 

SendOutCards. Every forgotten to send a card for an important date? Well, the solution 

is SendOutCards. For a fee, the site will mail out cards at all the important dates you 

give them. It allows you to choose the greeting and the card.  We hope you enjoyed a 

few of our favorite things and take the time to explore them! 

http://www.micropoll.com
http://www.pollcode.com
http://www.doodle.com
http://www.polleverywhere.com
http://www.polldaddy.com
http://www.zoomerang.com
http://www.surveymonkey.com


 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The annual Flag project was once again a success raising $845.00.   

Funds have been deposited into the Friends of the Library account 

for a special purchase for the library.  In a future newsletter we 

will report for what purpose the funds were used.  

Contributors to the project paid tributes in honor or in memorial 

to 123 individuals.  This year the flag was displayed just below the 

sign on the front balcony saluting the local National Guard unit 

serving in Afghanistan.  This Support Our Troops sign was the 

project of Mr. Gene Haukoos.  Gene worked with Carolyn in      

organizing this display and we wish to thank him for the efforts   

he provided to make this possible.  The sign was displayed for the   

entire year while troops were deployed.   

 

Mr. Darryll Spoo with the help of his brother-in-law Mr. Roger 

Cassem reconstructed the back of the flag board to make it        

possible to hang below the Support Our Troops sign.  We also 

thank the two of them for the time they contributed in designing    

a plan that would work for both signs.    

 

This year the flag remained on the balcony from July 1 through 

September 11, 2011.  The library has commemorated 9/11 in the 

annual National September Project originally started as Libraries 

Remember since 2003.  Each year we have remembered that day in 

history in some specific way.  Last year the Friends of the Library 

supported the care packages that were sent to the soldiers with a 

contribution of $911.00.  This year the final significance of the day 

was being open two hours on Sunday evening September 11 from 

9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The lights of the flag were turned off at 

11:00 p.m. in honor of the victims of 9/11 and in tribute to the local 

troops who returned home. 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the annual 4th of July flag 

project and the final 9/11 commemoration day. 
 

 

 

Trisha Hicks was born in Guttenberg, Iowa, and was raised in Dubuque. She 

earned her bachelor's degree in elementary education at Maranatha Baptist 

College. While attending college, she worked in the library there for four years.  

Trisha taught school in Marshalltown, Iowa and Jacksonville, Florida (where 

she met her husband), and later served as the homeschool supervising 

teacher for the Dubuque Community School District. She was out of the pro-

fessional workforce for several years while raising a family, but when the Burt 

Public Library advertised for a director, she was ready to return to a field she 

loved. 

With the library reorganization, Trisha accepted the position of Library         

Resources Technician for the North Central District . She enjoys assisting   

libraries and looks forward to a long relationship with the library personnel in 

this district. 
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Jet Kofoot  is the library consultant for Iowa library Services ς North Central 
District office.  She was most recently the administrator/consultant of the 
Central Iowa Library Service Area.  Prior to becoming the administrator in 
Central she was the consultant for the North Central Library Service Area.  
Her first public library position was as the director of the Algona Public     
Library.  As a nontraditional student, she earned her bachelors degree in   
elementary education and her masters degree in library media studies from 
the University of Northern Iowa.   
 
Before becoming a librarian, Jet worked for 18 years as a nurse.  She enjoys 
spending her free time with her family.  Her hobbies include a variety of arts 
and crafts including stained glass and pottery.  Because her job requires a 
great deal of travel, she keeps up with her reading by listening to 
audiobooks.   
 
Jet is looking forward to working with the librarians in North Central to offer 
the education and support they need to provide excellent library service.      
 
   

Donôt forget to turn your clocks back Sunday, November 6, 2011. 
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